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possession and settled on the open spots. Archaeological studies have located 
these settlements and given good grounds for the belief that woods never grew 
on them to any great extent. Man's early effect on the forest was to keep it 
out of the regions he settled, though it was in a fair way when he came to 
take possession of the whole country. He destroyed bits of border woods mostly, 
perhaps, by his cattle browsing and occasional fires, but the virgin forest per- 
sisted unchanged, though not so continuous as Tacitus reports, for the open- 
ings of the German settlements were scattered through, but a vast forest it 
remained till Carlovingian times. The German was a good farmer and had a 
better plow than the Roman. The forests were cut, mainly at the behest of 
the cloisters, between 750 and 1350 A. D. Mark Jefferson. 

The Tourist's Russia. By Ruth Kedzie Wood. 253 pp. Map, ills., index. 
Dodd, Mead & Co., New York, 1912. $1.25. T l /i x 5. 

The book puts in clear and usable form the necessary information about 
how and where to travel in Russia with many details as to short excursions 
off the main line of travel. Written from first hand information by one who 
loves Russia, the volume gives a new impression of the country and its people. 
It is not a Baedeker in completeness, or in brevity and pithiness of treatment, 
but it is a serviceable book that ought to help make travel in Russia more en- 
joyable. Richard Elwood Dodge. 

POLAR 

Expedition Antarctic Francaise (1903-1905). Commandee par le Dr. 
Jean Charcot. Hydrographie, physique du Globe. Par A. Matha. et J. J. Rey. 
vi and 615 pp. Maps, ills. Gauthier-Villars, Paris, 1911. 15 frs. n>£ xg. 

The French Antarctic Expedition of 1903-1905, organized and commanded 
by Dr. Jean Charcot, brought back scientific documents of very great value. 
The present volume contains the hydrographical, meteorological and geophysi- 
cal observations made by Lieutenants A. Matha and J. J. Rey, as well as. the 
discussion of these observations. In an introduction of twenty-four pages Dr. 
Charcot gives clearly and concisely the history of the preparations for the ex- 
pedition, refers especially to the construction of the vessel Le Fran^ms, gives a 
list of the ship's officers and crew, outlines the programme for work as it was 
laid down before the departure of the expedition and concludes with a short 
history of discoveries made before 1903 on the west coast of Graham Land. 

The six maps accompanying the volume show clearly the value of the hydro- 
graphical work carried on by this first antarctic expedition of Dr. Charcot. 
The coasts of the islands of Palmer Archipelago were very carefully surveyed 
excepting, naturally, those in de Gerlache Strait, the map of which had pre- 
viously been drawn by the Belgian Expedition. The maps of the Bay of 
Flanders and of Wiencke Island, discovered by the Belgian Expedition, were 
corrected as the work of the hydrographer of the Belgica was somewhat super- 
ficial. Otto Nordenskjold had occasion to make the same remark on Hughes 
Inlet. . 

Farther south the map of Kaiser Wilhelm Islands was drawn in a very de- 
tailed manner because the expedition wintered in a bay of one of these islands. 
Finally, a portion of the coast of Graham Land was also surveyed in detail. 

It seems to me that a remark about the names "Roosen Channel," "Bismarck 
Inlet," and "Kaiser Wilhelm Islands," adopted by Charcot, will be of some 
interest. I had the map of Friederichsen on the Belgica and during the voy- 
age I had no doubt that the "Bismarck Strasse" of Friederichsen was the inlet 
to Flanders Bay and Belgica or de Gerlache Channel. I was not alone in this 
opinion. But this idea was not adopted by the hydrographer of the Belgian 
Antarctic Expedition, and Charcot has done his work over again even to the 
names adopted. (Charcot p. 33.) 

Among the scientific researches of the French expedition the study 01 the 
tides, the determination of gravity and the observation of atmospheric elec- 
tricity are of special interest and great value. These observations show the 
highly scientific character of Charcot's expedition, and the results obtained in 
these three fields of research do honor to the persistent labor of Matha and Rey. 
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The triangulations also are worthy of mention. Oceanographical work, on 
the contrary, was neglected as only density and temperature of surface waters 
were taken. 

The reports on the meteorological and magnetical observations occupy the 
greater part of the volume (pp. 261-573 and 575-615). The meteorological 
journal consists of hourly observations taken from Feb. i, 1904 to Feb. 15, 1905. 
The results of these observations complete in a very satisfactory manner our 
knowledge of the climate and meteorology of the antarctic region south of Cape 
Horn and ought to be discussed together with those made by the expeditions 
of Nordenskjold and Bruce and those of the second expedition of Charcot. 

The Aurora Australis was seen only three times, while farther to the south- 
west, in 1898, I noted this phenomenon sixty-two times. To explain this fact 
one has to admit that in the south as well as in the north the geographical dis- 
tribution of auroras depends upon the distance from the magnetic pole. The 
blue fog (p. 460), which was also described in my report on the optical phen- 
omena of the atmosphere observed during the Belgian Expedition, seems to me 
to be a particular case of twilight phenomenon. It would be interesting to 
compare this blue fog phenomenon with the blue colorations which one some- 
times observes in mountainous regions before twilight, when the sun is still 
above the horizon so low that great expanses of landscape are sunk in the 
shadow of the mountains. Henryk Arctowski. 

HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY 
Die Koblenzer Fragmente zweier hRndschriftlicb.cn Karten von 
Deutschland aus dem 15. Jahrhundert. Von A. Wolkenhauer. Re- 
print, Nachrichten K. Gesell. der Wiss. zu Gottingen, Philol.-hist. Klasse, 1910, 
No. 1, pp. 17-47. Maps. 9^x6^. 

In this monograph the author gives a detailed description of two parch- 
ment manuscript maps of Germany dating, as he believes, from the second half 
of the fifteenth century, but before 1490. The maps appear from the reproduc- 
tions to be rather crude sketches, yet are particularly interesting to students of 
historical geography. They are thought to have been drawn in Niirnberg, 
then a center of scientific, literary and artistic culture. The author has made 
a very exhaustive study, quite characteristically German in its critical analysis 
of the contents of the two sketches. He has clearly demonstrated how much 
of real geographical and historical interest may be found in the maps of 
earlier centuries, inaccurate as they may be in specific details, but accurate in 
making record of the geographical knowledge of the times when drawn. Ques- 
tions relating to the projection, to the regions presented, to the topography of 
these regions, to place names and the peculiarities of the same have all received 
careful consideration, as have other questions relating to the comparative value 
of the maps, to their probable date, to the author and his special peculiarities 
as exhibited in his work. E. L. Stevenson. 

ANTHROPOGEOGRAPHY 
Die serbokroatischen Kolonien siiditaliens. Von Milan Resetar. 
Schriften der Balkankommission, Linguistische Abteil., IX. 402 pp. Ills. 
Kaiserl. Akad. der Wiss., Wien, 1911. Kr. 12.50. 12x9^. 

This volume concerns itself with the highly interesting Slavic, enclaves in 
Molise of the province of Naples, the three communities of Montemitro, San 
Felice Slavo and Acquaviva-Collecroce. Remote from the lines along which 
the greater events of history moved in the Middle Ages, the three communities 
have remained singularly conservative of ancestral type in habit and speech. 
Even at the present they lie remote from the travel routes and scarcely touched 
by the modern life of Italy save in so far as the Government reaches out to 
them hands collecting taxes and drawing their youth into military service. The 
moot point of the period at which this Molise colony was founded and the cir- 
cumstances under which it came to fixity is carefully discussed with a full ap- 
paratus of historical record. Upon the same point the author, with great skill 
in the interpretation of speech record, masses the weight of his philological 



